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the immigration system is broken. 
Both of us believe it needs to be fixed. 
Can the gentleman tell me whether 
there is any likelihood of an immigra-
tion bill coming to the floor anytime 
soon? Again, we have a relatively short 
period of time left to go, and we believe 
this legislation is one of the most im-
portant pieces that are pending on the 
agenda, and I would be, as I told the 
majority leader, very inclined to try to 
work with the majority on behalf of 
the minority, and I know the minority 
would like to get an immigration re-
form bill that we can both agree on 
passed as soon as possible. 

I yield to my friend. 
Mr. CONAWAY. I thank the gen-

tleman for yielding. 
There is nothing scheduled for next 

week, and I would tell the minority 
whip, beyond that I am not aware of 
any further scheduling other than I 
know it is not next week. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman. I 
hope if it is not next week, it will be 
soon. I thank the gentleman for his in-
formation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, 
MARCH 10, 2014 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 2 p.m. on Monday, March 10, 
2014, and that the order of the House of 
January 7, 2014, regarding morning- 
hour debate not apply on that date. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COT-
TON). Is there objection to the request 
of the gentleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

MILITARY SERVICE IS NOT 
ENTITLEMENT TO CONGRESS 

(Mr. PERRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, recently 
recorded in political dialogue was a 
statement about one of my colleagues 
somehow feeling that his military serv-
ice ‘‘entitled him to a seat in Con-
gress.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, no one in the military 
feels that their service entitles them to 
anything. I am deeply disappointed in 
the implication that because I served 
my country, I feel entitled to serve in 
this esteemed body—or, for that mat-
ter, to anything. My colleague didn’t 
pledge an oath of service to God and 
country because he felt he would get 
something in return. 

Mr. Speaker, this type of statement 
not only is regrettable, reprehensible, 
and offensive, but it diminishes the 
sanctity of military service and those 
who tirelessly and selflessly dedicate 
themselves to it. 

f 

b 1515 

VETERANS UNEMPLOYMENT 
(Ms. DUCKWORTH asked and was 

given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, the 
unemployment rate for veterans is 
more than 10 percent. 900,000 veterans 
receive food stamps each month. Near-
ly $104 million in food stamps were re-
deemed at military commissaries in 
fiscal year 2013, yet the majority has 
repeatedly failed to bring the extension 
of unemployment insurance to a vote. 

Since it expired last year, more than 
2 million individuals, including 200,000 
veterans, have been cut off from this 
vital lifeline. 

I know firsthand how important this 
program is for hardworking veterans. 
After I completed flight school and re-
turned home to Illinois, I relied on un-
employment insurance to help me tran-
sition back to civilian life. 

The unemployment rate for veterans 
recently separated from the military is 
now sitting at 10 percent. 246,000 vet-
erans who served since 9/11 are now out 
of work. 

For those coming home from Iraq 
and Afghanistan, this transition has 
been especially challenging. They have 
enough to worry about without suf-
fering from cuts to unemployment in-
surance. 

Taking an up-or-down vote on ex-
tending unemployment insurance is 
the right thing to do, Mr. Speaker. We 
need to renew this for those searching 
for jobs and those who are getting back 
on their feet. 

Our veterans and unemployed have 
not given up on finding work, and we 
cannot give up on them. 

f 

MAKE COMMON SENSE CHANGES 
TO END HUNGER 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, House 
Republicans, led by Budget Committee 
Chairman PAUL RYAN, criticize our Na-
tion’s antipoverty programs. Some 
want to drastically change them, and 
others want to eliminate them alto-
gether. Over the past 6 months, we 
have seen $19 billion in cuts to SNAP 
alone, our Nation’s premier antihunger 
program. 

Participation in SNAP reached an 
all-time high a few years ago because 
of the Great Recession, the worst eco-
nomic period since the Great Depres-
sion. That is because people were ei-
ther unemployed or underpaid. 

If you want to reduce SNAP partici-
pation, it is simple: put more people 
back to work and better paying jobs. 
Yesterday, the Center for American 
Progress released a report showing how 
easy one step is. They found that in-
creasing the minimum wage to $10.10 
would move about 3.5 million people off 
of SNAP, simply because they wouldn’t 
need it. 

We shouldn’t arbitrarily cut anti-
poverty programs like SNAP. We must 
make commonsense changes like in-

creasing the minimum wage if we are 
truly going to end hunger in this coun-
try. 

f 

WELCOME HOME STAFF 
SERGEANT NICHOLAS LAVERY 

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Staff Sergeant Nicholas 
Lavery from Medway, Massachusetts. 

Nick graduated from UMass with a 
degree in criminal justice and enrolled 
in the Special Forces in 2007. After 
graduating as a distinguished honor 
graduate from the Special Forces Qual-
ification Course, he became a Green 
Beret. 

There is an excerpt from a letter that 
I wanted to share with you that Nick 
left his loved ones when he first de-
ployed. 

If I should fall, do not let your heart fill 
with sadness. Know that I passed doing what 
I love to do, what I believe in, what brings 
me happiness, that is protecting those who 
cannot fend for themselves, protecting the 
United States of America, and all those who 
I love so dearly. Look back on me with kind-
ness and happiness, be happy knowing that I 
could not have chosen a better way to go. 

With love filling my body for my friends 
and family, I tried to always be there for you 
all. Whether the shirt off my back or some-
body’s teeth, if you needed it, I would get it 
for you. Happiness was brought to me 
through the eyes of my loved ones. Seeing 
you all happy brought me such joy. 

I live for you. I never wanted money, ac-
commodations, or even any sort of recogni-
tion. None was necessary. I hope I served you 
all well. I gave it my all. No need for thank 
you. The pleasure was all mine. 

Mr. Speaker, this weekend, Nick 
Lavery will be coming home, loved, 
alive, and a hero. 

Since enlisting in 2007, Nick has been 
awarded three Purple Hearts. In the 
spring of 2013, Nick and his team were 
involved in a green-on-blue attack, 
which is a strike against coalition 
members by people dressed in their 
own uniform. Nick sustained injuries 
to his right leg during that attack and 
subsequently had it amputated below 
his knee. 

He will receive a Silver Star with 
Valor and a Bronze Star with Valor at 
Fort Bragg on March 27. 

After over a year in Walter Reed, the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and 
the town of Medway is proud to say to 
Nick: welcome home. 

f 

PLANT VOGTLE 

(Mr. BARROW of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BARROW of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of the De-
partment of Energy’s recent loan guar-
antee for Plant Vogtle in Burke Coun-
ty, Georgia. Plant Vogtle is the first 
nuclear power plant built in the United 
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